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Air Force Satellite Con trol 
Net work
The Air Force Sat el lite Con trol 
Net work con sists of world wide sat-
ellite op er a tions cen ters com prised 
of re mote tracking sta tions and 
com mand and con trol fa cil i ties. 
The fa cil i ties mon i tor sat el lites 
dur ing launch, keep them in prop-
 er orbit and cor rect any anom a lies.

Defense Me te o ro log i cal Sat el lite
Pro gram
Pri ma ry func tion: Weath er data col lect ing. 
Di men sions: Height 12 ft. 2 in., length 20 
ft. 2 in. Weight: 1,750 lbs. in clud ing 550-lb. 
sen sor pay load. Pow er: So lar array gen er at ing 
1,000 watts. Or bit: Ap prox i mate ly 518 miles.

Milstar Sat el lite Com mu ni ca tions Sys tem
Pri ma ry func tion: In te grat ed, world wide 
con nec tiv i ty. Weight: 10,000 lbs. Pow er: 
So lar pan els gen er at ing 5,000 watts. Or bit: 
22,250 miles.

Navstar Glo bal Po si tion ing Sys tem
Pri ma ry func tion: Nav i ga tion data. 
Di men sions: Block IIA — width 11 ft. 4 
in., length (in clud ing wing span) 17 ft. 4.6 
in.; Block IIR — width 5 ft. 10 in., length 
(in clud ing wing span) 37 ft. 5 in. Weight: 
Block IIA — 3,670 lbs.; Block IIR — 4,480 
lbs. Pow er: So lar pan els gen er at ing 800 
watts. Orbit: 11,000 miles. 

Defense Sat el lite Com mu ni ca tions Sys tem
Primary function: Secure voice and data trans mis sion. 
Di men sions: Phase III — rect an gu lar body, 6 ft. x 6 ft. 
x 7 ft., 38 ft. span with solar ar rays de ployed. Weight: 
Phase III—2,716 lbs. Power: Solar arrays generating an 
av er age of 1,500 watts. Or bit: 22,230 miles.

Defense Sup port Pro gram
Pri ma ry func tion: De tec tion. Di men sions: Di am e ter 22 ft., height 32 ft. 9 in. with 
so lar panels de ployed. Weight: 5,250 lbs. Pow er: Solar panels gen er at ing 1,485 watts. 
Orbit: 22,00 miles.
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